WHEATLEY SCHOOL INFLUENZA PANDEMIC  PLAN

Introduction and Purpose

The purpose of this plan is to provide an overall management plan for the influenza pandemic in order to maintain the health of students, faculty, support staff, parents and visitors.
Wheatley will follow all guidelines and recommendations put forth by the Niagara Region Health department.
Hygiene and Cleaning 

The Niagara Region Health recommends taking the following precautions to prevent and reduce the spread of H1N1

· Clean hands regularly

· Cough into your elbow, arm/sleeve or tissue

· Cleaning and disinfecting surfaces, toys and objects

· Stay home if you are ill 
Cleaning Hands
Cleaning hands is the most effective way to prevent the spread of germs. Regular hand cleaning with either soap and water, or an alcohol based hand sanitizer will reduce the risk of getting sick for both children and adults.

Staff must do the following:
1. Read the article, Clean Your Hands, from the Regional Municipality of Niagara and then review the information with your students. The number of times your review the information will depend on the age of the children.

2. Post the Handwashing poster by the sink.

3. Have each student use the alcohol based Hand Sanitizer each morning before they enter the classroom and when necessary throughout the day.
Please note, alcohol-based Hand Sanitizers have been placed in every classroom, lunchroom, office and library.
Cover Your Cough
Serious respiratory illnesses like influenza, respiratory synctial (RSV), whooping cough, and severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) are spread by coughing or sneezing and unclean hands.

Staff must do the following:

1. Read article, Respiratory Etiquette, from the Regional Municipality of Niagara and then review the information with your students. The number of times you review the information will depend on the age of the children.

2. Post the Cover your Cough poster.

3. Form a habit, in your students, of washing their hands after coughing or sneezing.

4. Place your garbage basket under the Hand Sanitizer so that when they go to throw their tissue away they will immediately sanitize their hands.

Cleaning and Disinfecting
Staff must do the following:

1. Read article, Cleaning Hard Objects and Hard Surfaces to Prevent the Spread of H1N1, from the Regional Municipality of Niagara. 
2. Twice daily, clean high-touch surfaces such as tables, desks, doorknobs, sink handles and computers in your classroom.
3. Montessori materials used regularly by the children must be disinfected daily.

4. Children will be required to use disposable paper napkins to dry their hands when washing their hands at the sink.

Hand Rails and Door Handles
Hand rails and door handles will be cleaned everyday at 9:00 a.m. by David Luciuk, our plant manager, when he locks the doors and at the end of the day by the Service Masters cleaning crew.
Office Door

Office door will remain open to eliminate the need for parents to touch the doorknob. It will be cleaned daily by the Service Master cleaning crew.
Telephone

Student Phone (staff workroom) Students will be required to disinfect their hands before using the phone.

Adults using the phone will be required to disinfect their hands also.

Office Counter

The school secretary will wipe the office counter, daily at 9:00 a.m., after the morning rush of parents and it will be wiped at the end of the day by the Service Masters cleaning crew.

Extended Hours

The Extended Hours attendant will disinfect all hard surfaces and toys per the recommended guidelines.
GUIDING PRINCIPALS

Children
We require children that are ill to stay at home until they are not exhibiting any symptoms.  If a child exhibits any flu like symptoms at school the following steps will be taken:
1. The child will be taken to the office and isolated until the parents arrive to take the child home. The child may be asked to wear a mask if they are coughing and or sneezing.
2. Parents are required to inform the office of the outcome of the doctor’s visit. **This may be adjusted to provide flexibility** 
3. If a child has been diagnosed with having the H1N1 virus, the Niagara Regional Health will be contacted.

Faculty, Staff, Parents and Visitors

We require all Faculty and Staff to stay at home if they are ill until they are not exhibiting symptoms.  Visitors will be asked to leave the school premises if they are exhibiting any flu like symptoms.
Communication

In school

· Hygiene posters visible

· Posting on doors for visitors

· Weekly/monthly updates for faculty and staff

To parents

· Updates in monthly newletters

· Updates on website

School Continuity
The decision to close the school will be made if there is inadequate staffing levels, not enough students or it is mandated through Niagara Region Health.
